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How Phil Lyman says he’ll address energy, wa

scarcity and education funding if elected governor

GOP incumbent Gov.
Spencer Cox declined to
answer questions about
issues Tribune readers said
were important to Utah.

By BRYAN SCHOTT
The Salt Lake Trtnne

Facing his first gubernatorial chal-
since being election in 2020,
Gov. Spencer Cox is squaring off
against a familiar face. Phil Lyman,
who was nominated by more than
two-thirds of Republican delegates
this spring, is making a pitch to pri-
mary election voters that Utah needs
achange in leadership. The winner
of the June 25 primary will face law-
yerand state lswmaker Brian Kingin
November’s general election.

To better understand the candi-
dates’ positions on issues readers
told The Salt Lake Tribune were
important in this primary, a re-
porter reached out Cox and Lyman
with a battering of questions on top-
ics from water policy to education
funding Lyman shared his answers

with The Tribune, while the incum-

bent governor declined to answer.
Lyman's answers have been edit-

ed for grammar, clarity and length.

Nuclear enengy is the
future, but with the onerous federal

Incumbent Republican
Lyman in the June 25 primary.

regulatory environment it is like-

TRENT NELSON

Should Utah do more to
b to

ly decades away. In the i
Utah should lean into its abun-
dance of coal, oil, and natural gas.
The hydrogen and geothermal re-
search going on is important, but
we would be better served to de-
vote our efforts towards our exist-
ing power sources, while pushing
full force on development of tho-
rium, molten salts, and uranium
driven nuclear reactors.

Spencer Cox » Declined to answer,
Question #2 » Yes or no: Is
dimate change adversely
impacting Utah?

Phil Lyman: No.

Spencer Cox » Declined to answer.

Phil Lyman » The answer to wa-
ter scarcity in Utah i
our forests, We live
water will always be a concern,
but powerful interests are manip-
ulating policy under the guise of
a water crisis - denigrating farm-
ers, pushing for higher and high-
er user fees, requiring metering
and telemetering, izing all

Question #4 » Yes or no: Do
you support building the Lake
Powell Pipeline?

Phil Lyman » Declined to answer.

Spencer Cox » Declined to answer.

Phil Lyman » Utah gover;
policies that favor large d

Throwing more public money at
favored developers will not solve
the problem, in fact it will make
it worse by continuing to reward
high density housing in already

densely populated areas. The gov-
ernment should lessen regulation,

make more reasonable building
codes, and work to open up a tiny
portion of the federal land that
could and should be available for
families to build homes on.

Spencer Cox » Declined to answer.

Question #6 » For or against:
Are you voting for or against
the

control under the state, and using
public resources to buy out water
shares that should be dedicated to
farming. All the while promoting
the false narrative that our forests
are off limits for management. The
boundary that defines Utah means
thing and Utah should man-

age the forests to maximize water

production.
Spencer Cox »: Declined to answer.
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Phil Lyman » Against. This is an

important constraint on the legis-

lature. It is unfortunate the school
boards and Utah Educs .
ciation have supported changes to
the ear mark on income tax in the

past.
That said, if 1tah would vote to
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lop-
ers have created much of the hous-
ing shortage we are experiencing.

eliminate income tax, I would sup-
port replacing the money with rev-
enue that would be derived from
production taxes. Utah should be
incentivized to produce and to ex-
tract, not simply to increase the
tax burden through income and
property taxes.

Spencer Cox » Declined to answer.

Phil Lyman » Donald Trump
Spencer Cox » Declined to answer.

Phil Lyman » 1 will commit to ver-
ification of results no matter the
outcome.

Spencer Cox » Declined to answer.
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